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Pieter Vermeersch’s artistic research into painting expands beyond the confinement of the canvas. The Belgian artist uses 
and explores representation and abstraction as parameters and his work is often expressed by spatial interventions in which 
the boundaries of perception are investigated.  

For his fourth presentation at ProjecteSD, a newly developed series of works of different formats and techniques unfold in the 
gallery space in parallel with a smooth dégradé wall painting that wraps and holds these works to create an immersive painterly 
installation where two dimensions expand to become three, and where the viewer is confronted between the stillness and 
movement of an image that, when looked at long enough, seems to transform itself. 

Everything is connected to some part of reality in Vermersch’s work. His non-representational, shimmering color field paintings 
that may at first appear to be associated to a tradition of monochromatic abstraction, are based on “real” images. Often they 
result from photographs of his own paintings, painting activities or cloudless skies at sunset that the artist photographs himself 
and prints in negative, in an attempt to experiment on a “non visible”, elusive, or intangible side of reality or “image-making”. 
The paintings, then, are anything but abstract, but rather moving towards a "realism" that is simultaneously detached and 
immersive.  

Painting and photography merge again in Vermeersch’s work, in his recent series of quasi-monochrome small photographic 
prints coated with a few blots of paint, fingerprint-like attempts of the artist to approximate the color of the photographic 
image in paint. Also here, there is an attempt to break the illusory fabric of both photography's and painting's two-dimensional 
pictorial space - a scratching of the surface that hopes to reveal what lies behind, beyond the picture. A personal way of reading 
the image that translates perhaps in an ongoing, unfinished work process.  
Vermeersch’s multilayered installation triggers the experience of infinite perceptions in which we move around within a 
“colourness” of appearance and disappearance, where the divisions between two and three dimensional, surface and volume, 
time and space are blurred. Maybe there is a reason why Vermeersch prefers not to title his works: so that they can exist as 
artworks, in its all directness and paradoxically changing quality, both ephemeral and still at once. 

 
 
Pieter Vermeersch (*Kortrijk, Belgium, 1973, lives and works in Brussels) 

A laureate of the HISK, Antwerp in 1999-2001, he was recipient of Jonge Belgische Schilderkunst (Young Belgian Painting Prize) in 2007. Pieter 
Vermeersch has produced exhibitions and site-specific installations at SMAK, Ghent; MUHKA, Antwerpen; Programa Art Center, Mexico City; 
ProjecteSD, Barcelona; Carl Freedman gallery, London; STUK, Leuven; BOZAR, Brussels; Be PART Platform for aktuelle kunst, Waregem, Belgium; 
London Newcastle Project Space, London, UK; Casino Luxembourg; White Box, New York, and the Provinciaal Museum voor Moderne Kunst 
(PMMK) in Oostende, Belgium, to mention a few.  His work was featured in Expanded Painting Prague Biennial 2 (2005), the first Brussels Biennial 
2008, in London at the South London Gallery’s (2009) and at Urdabaiarte (2012) in the Basque Country, Spain. He is currently preparing an 
exhibition for The Reva and David Logan Center for the Arts at the University of Chicago and his first solo presentation at Team gallery in New 
York next Spring 2014. 
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