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Jochen Lempert’s work approaches photographic visual and research areas, often with the aim of questioning the criteria of the search for
truth and the models of the world. He photographs the animal world in the most diverse contexts: from the natural habitat to the museum
of natural history, from the zoo to the urban environment, in remote places or banal objects and situations. Lempert compiles his findings in
a vast archive of images covering an ample spectrum, from common everyday views, to compositions that tend towards abstraction. This
interest in the natural world as a subject has been further complemented by his exploration of the properties and materiality of the
photographic image. Analogue, black and white, hand-printed in the darkroom, his photographs resist categorization and confront the
canons of today’s aesthetic. The fact that his photographs are exhibited unframed, directly taped to the wall, gives the works a textured,
object-like sensuousness and a extraordinary immediacy that invites the viewer to step closer.

Lempert’s attentive and discerning gaze is not limited to the moment when he shoots or processes the material. His work grows in and into
space. In his presentations, he uses groupings and scale to respond to the exhibition space. He places and selects the photographs
thoughtfully, always looking for cross-references and associations, uncovering subtle correspondences. As Brigitte Kolle wrote: ,creating new
spaces to think”. Lempert’s arrangements give us new insights into our own place within the patterns, the structures, the randomness or the
order of the natural world.

For his fifth exhibition at ProjecteSD Jochen Lempert has selected a combination of mostly small, medium format works, most of them never
shown before. On the main wall in the exhibition space, ten photographic works are carefully displayed, some are ensembles or series, in a
sort of continuous succession. Plants, petals, flowers, a cloud of steam from a cup or an outstanding image of overlapping feathers are
chained together. Composition and movement, transformation, chance or order are notions that come to our mind when experiencing these
works. An idea of temporality, evanescence but also balance seems to be evoked in this enticing collection of photographs.

Not less captivating are the single images that complete the exhibition. A simple image of a white bird flying over a beach, a tiny photograph
of a landscape where one can barely spot a hare or the disarming simplicity of a picture of an unidentifiable standing woman wearing a
flowery dress. Or the ten photo series Lyren entitled after a book by French writer Francis Ponge, displayed at the entrance of the gallery. A
brilliant exercise of association, direct and unpretentious, a perfect example of Lempert’s diverse, intelligent and sensitive universe.

In its strange physicality and rich mélange of abstraction and figuration, Lempert’s practise goes beyond any possible categorization and
deliberately escapes any preconceived constraining framework. His work unfolds endlessly, each photograph being like the image of an idea,
to evidence the harrowing simplicity, and complexity at a time, of the artist’s exceptional vision of the world and the generosity with which
he shares it.

Jochen Lempert (1958, Moers, Germany) lives and works in Hamburg. Before choosing photography as the medium for his artistic work, Jochen Lempert
dedicated himself to the practice of experimental film within the Schmelzdahin collective (1979-89). In parallel to this activity, between 1980 and 1988, he
studied Biology at the Friedrich-Wilhelms University in Bonn. In 1995 he received the prestigious Ars Viva 95/96 Photographie Prize. Most recently, he was
guest professor at the HFK in Hamburg and he won a residency at the German Academy's Villa Massimo in Rome (2009-2010). His work has been shown
mainly in Germany and central Europe: Sprengel Museum Hannover (2008), Kunstverein Ulm (2007), Fotomuseum Winterthur (2007), Museum Folkwang,
Essen (2005), Museum for Contemporary Art, Siegen (2005), Bonner and Freiburg Kunstverein (1998). Recent shows include Field Work, first survey exhibition
outside of Germany, shown at Culturgest Lisbon, Portugal and later in Domaine de Kerguéhennec (France), and his solo exhibition at the Ludwig Museum in
Cologne in April 2010. Solo shows in Rochester Art Center, Minneapolis, and Midway Contemporary art Center also in Minneapolis (2012) and his participation
at Intense Proximité at the Triennal de Paris held at the Palais de Tokyo and curated by Okwui Enwezor also in 2012. In 2013 he had a major solo exhibition at
the Hamburger Kunsthalle for which he was nominated for the 2014 Deutsche Borse Prize. Lempert's have been presented in exhibitions were shown at the
Photographer's Gallery in London, Fondazione Giuliani in Rome, and also in 2014, he had solo shows at Stadtische Galerie Nordhorn and Overbeck-Gesellschaft
Verein von Kunstfreunden e.V., Libeck, both in Germany.

For additional documentation, artist’s full CV and/or images, please contact: Silvia Dauder, sd@projectesd.com; Maria Pose, mp@projectesd.com
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Gallery entrance corridor

Lyren, 2013

Set of 10 b&w photographs, silver gelatin prints

Different sizes, all less then 7 x 11 cm,each
Overall dimension ca. 400 cm
Ed. 1/5

Vanessa Atalanta migration, 2014
Photograph, silver gelatin print
51x38,7cm

Ed.1/5

Main exhibition room, left to right

Untitled, 2014

Photograph, silver gelatin print
24 x18 cm

Ed. 1/5

Untitled (Landscape), 2014
Photograph, silver gelatin print
3,2x5,4cm

Ed. 1/20

Untitled (Impatiens), 2014
Photograph, silver gelatin print
65,7 x95,5cm

Ed. 1/5

Salvia, 2013 - 2014

Diptych, silver gelatin prints
29,8 x22cm; 24 x18 cm
Ed. 3/5

Untitled (Feathers), 2014
Photograph, silver gelatin print
51x40cm

Ed. 1/5

Poppy Flowers, 2012

Set of 3 photograms, silver gelatin prints
24 x 18 cm each

Unique

Untitled (Green Tea), 2014
Photograph, silver gelatin print
76,6 x 60,2 cm

Ed. 1/5

Flower (alert), 2014
Photograph, silver gelatin print
34,7 x 26,7 cm

Ed. 1/5

Untitled (Himalayan Balsam), 2014

Set of 4 photographs, silver gelatin prints
18 x 24 cm each

Ed. 1/5

Botanical Box, 2014

Set of 8 photographs and a photogram, silver gelatin prints
Various dimensions

Unique

Butterfly (alert), 2014
Photograph, silver gelatin print
33,5x25,3cm

Ed. 1/5

Magnolia, 2013

Photogram, silver gelatin print
93,7 x 64,2 cm

Unique

Cherry Blossoms I, 2014
Photogram, silver gelatin print
37x28,5cm

Unique

Untitled (Egretta), 2014
Photograph, silver gelatin print
29,7 x24 cm

Ed. 1/5

Untitled (eye), 2013
Photograph, silver gelatin print
20x 29 cm

Ed. 1/5



