
Walking is not a medium, it’s an attitude.
Francis Alÿs, 2005

LUCE’s “modus operandi” (Valencia, 1989) is the constant walking around the city. 
This is his space for exploration, learning and creation. The city and its periphery is the 
place of  his origins in the field of  graffiti. And rooted in this practice is his interest in 
writing, which extends throughout his work. Words, sentences that appear recurrently 
in subtle interventions in public spaces, as a repeated trace of  his quiet passage, but also 
as the result of  his understanding of  the environment that he explores, that he gets to 
know and that he reflects on. An unhurried and attentive wandering, that never ends 
and that moves from the path traveled to his studio-office. The city as an incentive and 
a space for action and compilation with drawing as a response, that other place where 
ideas and experiences are distilled.

LUCE‘s transits in the public space are not limited to ephemeral actions that erode 
over time and with the constant changes in the places. They are usually documented in 
photographic compositions in which objects that the artist has used in his interventions 
are often inserted. The two photographic works that are presented in the exhibition are 
a good example of  this.

Torre Emisora was done during LUCE’s residence in Fuente la Reina (Castellón) in 
2022. The intervention consisted of  inserting a series of  texts that had to do with 
the environment of  the place, in the large concrete electrical tower that generates 
electricity for the town. A tower emitting energy that thus became a transmitter of  
written messages. Simple and poetic sentences that were nailed on the walls of  the 
tower with wrought iron letters in the typography found in the streets of  the town. The 
photographic documentation of  this action is accompanied by one of  the sentences 
that were installed on the tower: “Camino dibujado por el sol (Path drawn by the sun)” 
which refers to a walk that the artist took in the surroundings of  Fuente la Reina and 
whose layout was defined by the first rays of  sun projected on the mountains.

Les Animaux et l’absence de personnes (The animals and the absence of  people) is the artist‘s 
project in Belvès, a town in French Aquitaine. On this occasion his intervention was 
carried out in an old abandoned barn used to dry tobacco. A space rarely frequented by 
people that, because of  that, became the home of  some animals. The sentence, which 
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LUCE, Torre emisora (detail), 2023



is the title of  the work, responds 
to a sensitive way of  looking, in an 
isolated environment. LUCE printed 
this sentence on the semi-destroyed 
walls of  the site as perforated text and 
the drawing of  a bird’s silhouette. The 
wooden templates used to inscribe the 
texts and the figure make up, together 
with the photographs that document 
the action, this suggestive work. Caja 
pájaro (Bird Box) is a found object 
linked to this work. A rusty electrical 
installation structure found in an 
area near the Valencian orchard, on 
which the artist inscribed the same 
bird silhouette used in Les Animaux et 
l‘absence des personnes.

This coming and going of  LUCE, his 
“crossing places” is condensed into a 
multitude of  small-format drawings. 
Made on recycled paper, found and 
often used notebook’s paper, they 
are, at the same time, cartographies 
and diaries, annottations and 
guides. Fragmented accounts of  
his wanderings around the city and 
its outskirts, together with some 
reflections of  a more introspective 
nature. The taste for the simplicity of  
the media used and the modesty with 
which the artist works stands out in 
all of  them. Pencil, paint, worn-out 
markers, the typewriter, geometric 
drawing templates, help LUCE  weave 
his story. They are full drawings, in 
which there is a constant cadence. 
Circles, typed numerical characters 
that intertwine and repeat creating 
semi-geometric patterns, as is evident 
in the Fachadas (Façades) series. 
Trajectories drawn with rectangles LUCE, Gomas, 2023



that are linked, chained and that swirl in the bare space of  the paper. And of  course the 
presence of  the handwritten word in what is already LUCE‘s iconic typography, simple 
and sophisticated at once. Words and short sentences that are sometimes hard to read 
and that seem to move across the space on the paper.

Texts, but also stains that are traces, imprints of  his visited places. This is the case 
of  the frottages of  the Torre Naranja (Orange Tower) series, as well as the drawings 
of  the Gomas (rubber bands) series, in which a series of  deformed circles are linked 
together. They are marks stamped on the wall or on the paper from rubber bands 
collected from the ground found around the urban mupis. Or the dark, blurred images 
of  the Transfers, photographic snapshots that LUCE captures of  what he encounters 
and experiences on his tours and that are then transferred onto the paper. Places, walks, 
natural elements, industrial ruins. A way of  observing and recording the environment 
carefully and without prejudice, of  thinking about it, understanding it and sharing it. 
Tireless LUCE, continues “crossing places”. A journey that goes on and that connects 
the author‘s own experience with his close affective and emotional bond with art. 

.....

(Exhibition done in collaboration with 1 Mira Madrid gallery).

LUCE, Serie Violetas (detail), 2023



LUCE, Fachadas #4 (detail), 2023
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BIOGRAPHIES
 
The artistic practice of  LUCE (Valencia, Spain, 1989) is linked to his walks 
through the city and its periphery. His work translates, mostly, into site-specific 
interventions, photographic compositions that document his actions and works 
on paper. Writing is a fundamental part of  his discourse. Recent solo exhibitions: 
Sobrepintar (with Daniel Muñoz). Espacio LAS NAVES, Valencia (2023); En distintos 
lugares, OTR, Madrid (2022); Estudio abierto. Un diálogo con Pinazo en el espacio público. 
IVAM, Valencia (2022); Estudio de verano, Galería Alegría (2022) presented for the 
first time at Galería 2 Mira Valencia, Valencia (2021); La Primera Década. C. Gray 
and LUCE, Espai Visor, Valencia (2019); Lugar, El Convent, Castellón (2019). 
 
His work has been part of  group exhibitions such as The Collector Is Present, ProjecteSD, 
Barcelona (2023) or Discurso de Incertidumbres at 1 Mira Madrid, Madrid (2020). In 
2016 he was one of  the awarded artists in the Biennial of  Mislata Miquel Navarro 
and in the same year he participated in the Biennale Internationale in Casablanca. 
 
LUCE‘s work is part of  the collections of  IVAM, DKV, Bassat, UPV and A2.
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Carles Àngel Saurí (Foios, 1992) is the Artistic Director of  the Espai d‘Art 
Contemporani de Castelló (EACC, Castellón) since January 2022.
 
After graduating in Fine Arts at the Universidad Politécnica de Valencia, he completed a 
Master‘s Degree in History of  Contemporary Art and Visual Culture at the Universidad 
Autónoma de Madrid, Universidad Complutense de Madrid and Museo Reina Sofía. 
He began his career as a curator with Nitrato de Chile, a collective of  contemporary 
production and thought in the periphery of  the city of  Valencia. Later, he was part of  
the mediation team during the first stage of  the Bombas Gens Art Center, where he 
curated Botàniques, with Núria Enguita and Vicent Todolí. Co-founder of  the space Pols, 
in Valencia, together with Paula García-Masedo and Néstor García. He has collaborated 
as a speaker and mediator in different contexts of  art education. He has written for 
magazines and digital media related to contemporary art such as Culturplaza, Concreta 
and Exit-Express, among others.
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